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After Barr’s racist tweet, ABC drops hit ‘Roseanne’ revival 


BC played with fire when it brought 

Roseanne Barr back to TV this year. 

And the network got burned, big- 

time. It was a quick conflagration: 

The star of ABC’s “Roseanne” reviv- 
al tweeted out a racist comment Tuesday morn- 
ing, and ABC — without any hemming or haw- 
ing — canceled the hugely successful show in the 
afternoon. 

Long before Donald Trump brought his in- 
cendiary reality show to D.C., Barr had been a 
master at winning attention through provoca- 
tive stunts. So when ABC decided to bring back 
“Roseanne” this year, its executives knew all 
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about the star’s incessant need to abrade, her de- 


sire to agitate through social media, her em- 
brace of far-right conspiracy theories. 

But on Tuesday, she went too far. Barr at- 
tacked former Obama White House adviser Val- 


erie Jarrett, a black woman, with a racial smear, 


tweeting: “muslim brotherhood & planet of the 
apes had a baby=vj.” After a weak effort to dis- 
miss the tweet as “a joke,” she issued a dutiful 


BARR, Page A7 


May 30, 2018 


ADAM ROSE/ABC VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS 


The new version of “Roseanne” delivered 
a harsh view of lower middle class life. 


45 rooster chicks, though bred for fighting, might eventually be adoptable. 


100 hens will probably end up in sanctuaries or homes when their medical and behavior checks are completed. 


‘It’s heartbreaking ... but we know it’s better for them 


to be euthanized here than to die in the ring.’ 
— Mike Keiley, the head of the adoption centers and programs at MSPCA-Nevins Farm 
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The bust is one of the largest-ever of an alleged cockfighting operation in the state. No charges have been filed yet. 


Cockfighting damage 1s done 


Bred for vicious contests, hundreds of roosters 
seized at Northampton farm face euthanization 


By Travis Andersen 
and Jerome Campbell 
GLOBE STAFF 

NORTHAMPTON — From the outside, 
Ravenwold Greenhouses appeared to be 
the picture of a quaint New England farm, 
touting its houseplants, mums, asters, and 
“fields filled with vegetables galore” on its 
Facebook page a few years ago. 


That verdant scene was a far cry from 
what Northampton police detectives dis- 
covered last week when they raided the 58- 
acre farm and seized nearly 400 roosters 
that authorities say were “purposefully 
bred for cockfighting,’ a vicious blood sport 
outlawed in all 50 states. 

In one of the buildings on the Florence 
Road property, several miles outside the 


bustling college town, authorities found a 
blood-spattered ring apparently used to 
train the birds for combat. Trained cock- 
fighters can fetch as much as $600 on the 
black market. 

As of Tuesday evening, no charges had 
been filed in the case, which was one of the 
largest busts of an alleged cockfighting out- 
fit in Massachusetts. 

The adult birds eventually will have to 
be euthanized because they cannot be reha- 
bilitated, the Massachusetts Society for the 
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Study says 
harbor wall 


wouldn't 
pay off 


Billions better spent on small 
projects to fight climate 
change, UMass report finds 


By Milton J. Valencia 
GLOBE STAFF 

Building a massive barrier wall in Boston 
Harbor to protect the city from the increasing 
risk of flooding isn’t worth a price tag that 
could reach $11 billion, according to a new 
study for a City Hall-led commission. 

A research team at the University of Massa- 
chusetts Boston’s Sustainable Solutions Lab 
said the city should instead focus on smaller, 
shore-based projects, estimating it would take 
at least 30 years to build a wall while the need 
for solutions is far more immediate. 

The study was the first to look at the feasibil- 
ity of a harbor barrier wall, and it analyzed con- 
struction costs, as well as the impact on the en- 
vironment, waterfront neighborhoods, and the 
region’s marine industry. 

The concept of a wall, which under one de- 
sign would stretch 3.8 miles from Winthrop to 
Hull and be the largest in the world, was con- 
sidered a year ago to be a bold but possibly nec- 
essary solution to combat the effects of climate 
change. 

But planners and environmental protection 
advocates said the UMass findings brought 
about a collective sigh of relief with its recom- 
mendation to instead dedicate $2 billion to 
neighborhood protection efforts. To some, the 
harbor wall would have been the aquatic ver- 
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A new question 
on trail: Have 
you been accused 
of harassment? 


Group wants answers 
before any endorsement 


By Stephanie Ebbert 
GLOBE STAFF 

Candidates who hope to win the endorsement 
of a leading Massachusetts women’s rights group 
this election cycle should be prepared to answer 
this question: “Have you ever been formally ac- 
cused of sexual harassment? If so, please ex- 
plain.” 

The provocative query appears on a question- 
naire circulating among state candidates that’s 
believed to be the first instance nationally in 
which an interest group is demanding such dis- 
closures as a condition of its endorsement. 

“I think our biggest hope is to help elevate the 
conversation about sexual harassment and make 
clear that one of the values of reproductive free- 
dom is being free from harassment in the work- 
place,” said Rebecca Hart Holder, executive direc- 
tor of NARAL Pro-Choice Massachusetts, whose 
political action committee produced the ques- 
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Hurricane’s death toll 
far higher than reported 


At least 4,645 people lost their lives, according to a 
Harvard study of Maria’s devastation across Puerto 
Rico. The government’s official count was 64. A2. 


Out-of-state students have a 
better chance of getting into 
UMass Amherst with lower 
scores than do state residents, 
a report concluded. B1. 


We put Toscanini’s in Cam- 
bridge to the taste test and 
ranked all 29 ice cream flavors. 
Guess what’s No. 1? G1. 


Athenahealth CEO Jonathan 
Bush acknowledged physically 
attacking his then-wife more 
than 12 years ago, confirming 


a published account. B10. Basking case 
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Starbucks closed 8,000 shops 
to provide anti-bias training to 
employees following a racist 
incident this year. B10. 


High tide: 12:14 a.m., 12:49 p.m. 
Sunrise: 5:11 Sunset: 8:13 
Complete report, C8. 


AYANNA PRESSLEY 


‘The dynamic in this race is interesting. . . . It’s not clear right now 
whether it’s enough to unseat an incumbent in a primary this cycle.’ 


STEPHANIE CUTTER, Democratic political strategist 


Politics as unusual 


By Michael Levenson 
GLOBE STAFF 

Just two days after her oppo- 
nent, Michael E. Capuano, 
basked in the endorsement of 
civil rights icon John Lewis in 
Roxbury, Ayanna Pressley as- 
cended to the pulpit of the Afri- 
can Meeting House on Beacon 
Hill to defend her campaign and 
assail her critics. 

Looking out on her support- 
ers in the curved wooden pews, 
Pressley delivered an impas- 
sioned address in which she cited 
people suffering in Capuano’s 
congressional district — the bus 


wait.” 


rider in Chelsea who can’t get to 
work on time; the young entre- 
preneur in Roxbury who needs 
access to capital; the survivor of 
sexual assault who can’t get care 
or justice — and summoned the 
crowd to respond each time with 
a resounding call of “change can’t 


“We must acknowledge that 
issues like systemic racism, eco- 
nomic inequality, and the 
achievement gap are the result of 
manmade policies. But if they 
were created by man, they can be 
disrupted by this wo-man,” Press- 


Race between challenger and House incumbent tosses out convention 
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